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Ask Questions: Good readers ask questions as they read. 
Good readers wonder about the text to help them understand it. 
What does this word mean? 
I wonder what the author means when he says… 
I wonder why the character… 
I wonder if the character will… 
Why is the author giving me so much information about…? 
I wonder what I would do… 
**Activity: No answers, just questions 
 
Determine Importance: Good readers can tel l what information is most 
important in a text. 
Is this important or just interesting? 
I know this is important because… 
I need to pay attention to this because… 
The author is showing this is important because he/she… 
I need to pay attention to this because I will need this information. 
These text features show that this information if important. 
The author’s opinion is…. 
The author’s feeling is…. 
**Important/Not Important Sort 
 
Fix-Up Monitoring: Good readers pay attention and use strategies when 
they don’t understand. 
I can reread to clear this up. 
What is going on here? (What other questions can I ask?) 
I can stop and think. 
I can read ahead and come back to this. 
I can talk this through with someone. 
*No Answers, Just Questions 
 
Make Connections: Good readers connect what they read with something they 
already know or notice.  
I can make a personal connection with the text. 
• This reminds me of when I … 
• I knew someone like this when I… 
• I had the same experience when… 
This text might remind me of another text. 
• This character is just like the character in… 
• This happened in … 
• This is the same setting as… 
I can make connections with what is going on in the world. 
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• If this character were alive today, she would… 
• What is going on this book is just like what is happening right now in… 
** Connection Chains 
Make Inferences: Good readers use clues in the text to figure out something the 
author wants us to know, but has not said. 
• I can pull together clues and use them as evidence for my ideas about what the 

author is saying. 
• I can read between the lines.  
• The clues (evidence) that support my inference are…. 
• I think the character did this because… 
• I think the character will do this because…. 
• I think this happened because… 
• This picture suggests that…. 
*Read Between the Lines 
            : Good readers form new ideas and points of view.  Good readers can 
make generalizations about a text and support big ideas with details. 
• This story (or passage) is really about…. 
• I am forming an opinion about _________.  I think this because the text said….. 
• This helps me understand… 
• At first I thought __________, but now I think __________ because.... 
**What is this really about? 
Visualize: Good readers form pictures in their minds to “see” what the author has 
written.  
Verbs help me see actions. 
Adjectives help me see details. 
Similies and metaphors help see and feel what is happening. 
Sensory language helps me imagine see, hear, touch, or “taste” what the author is 
saying. 
From the author’s description, I see…. 
I can see/smell/taste/hear…. 
 


