
Reader Response 

 

 
Make a personal connection with the events or characters in a story.  
Write from the character’s point of view. 
Analyze a character’s behavior that may be puzzling or inspiring.  
Retell part of the story. 
Summarize key points in the story.  
• Beginning, Middle, End 
• First, Next, Then, Finally 
• Somebody Wanted, But, So, Finally 
How did the author make this story work? 
What are the important turning points in the book?  
• Things started to fall apart when….   
• But things started to come together when… 
Write down your inferences about characters or events.  Use evidence! 
Write a letter from one character to another. 
Write a compliment to a character. 
Write some advice to a character. 
Build a theory about a character or event. 
Compare and contrast characters. 
Do you agree with all the decisions made by the main character? 
Compare and contrast this book/story with another. 
If you could interview a character, what would it sound like? 
Make a character map: Draw the character in the center and write 
adjectives and traits around him/her. 
How did a character change over time? What is your evidence? 
Write and answer your own BTQ.* 
Share the thinking that is in your head while you were reading. (I noticed, I 
thought, I inferred, I predicted, I wondered). 
Visualize the character (or setting) and write a detailed descriptive 
paragraph. 
Draw what you see. 
Describe a scene or setting in the book with great detail. Zoom in. 
Make a detailed map that includes key places in book.  Be as detailed as you 
can. 
Create a glossary of words that are important to the book or could be 
important to the character. 
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Create your own table of contents for this topic. 
What do you think this book is really about? How do you know? 
What three ideas stand out to you? Are they interesting, important, or 
both? 
Write a letter to the author.  Do you have any questions for him/her? 
Why did the author write this text? (Purpose Pie: Persuade, inform, 
entertain)  How do you know? 
Did you change your point of view or opinion as your read this?  (At first I 
thought________________, but now I know ______________.) 
 
 
How This Works: 
• Model, model, model!  Each of these is a mini-lesson and grows out of 

conversation about a read-aloud.  
• What are good criteria for a read aloud?   

 The book is a teacher’s choice. 
 The teacher loves the book! 
 The book enhances the worldview of the child through meaning, 

ideas, vocabulary, and information.  
• Turn talking into writing with guided writing: with verbal prompts, the child 

says it and then writes it.  This works well with small groups. 
• Anchor charts anchor your teaching AND the work of the student.  
• Scaffold stamina with index cards. 
• Purposeful talk leads to deeper thinking and more purposeful writing. 

Scaffold purposeful talk with “Bounce Cards.”  
 
 
When I visualize 
the setting, I 
see… 
 

I am thinking… I agree with… 
because… 

I hypothesize 
that… 

I infer that_____ 
because_____. 

I wonder… You can tell that 
the main 
character is 
______ 
because_____ 

I agree with___ 
because____. 
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That reminds me 
of …. 

That’s a great 
point.  I also 
noticed… 

I hear you saying 
that _____. I 
would add…. 
 

Another example 
of that is… 

 


